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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

012951 261309Z/47 

O R 261227Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4433 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMCONSUL IERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

SECRET AMMAN 9645 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, JO/ XF 

SUBJECT: COURT CHIEF REACTION TO BEGIN SADAT PRESS CONFERENCE 

1 . COURT CHIEF SHARAF CONTACTED ME WITHIN MINUTES 
OF THE END OF THE LIVE TRANSMISSION OF BEGIN-SADAT 

PRESS CONFERENCE. WHILE PRINCIPAL CONTACT WAS ON ANOTHER 
SUBJECT. HE TOLD ME THAT IT WAS HIS REACTION THAT 
NOTHING REALLY HAD BEEN ACHIEVED IN ISMAILIA 
ON WEST BANK AND GAZA AND THAT SADAT'S PRINCIPAL 
PROBLEM WITH THE ARABS NOW WOULD BE TO SEE HOW HE COULD 
KEEP OPEN THE IDEA THAT GENUINE NEGOTIATIONS ON 
A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT WOULD BE CONTINUING. 

2. SHARAF REMARKED THAT PARTICULARLY AMONG 

THE REJECTIONISTS THE REACTION WOULD BE STRONG AND 
SOUR. HE ADDED THAT HE AND PRIME MINISTER WILL BE 
GOING TO DAMASCUS DECEMBER 27 TO TALK WITH ASAD. 

HE EXPECTED TO HEAR A GREAT DEAL AT THAT POINT ABOUT 
JORDAN'S POSITION WHICH SYRIANS CONSIDER AS BEING 
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FULLY SUPPORTIVE OF SADAT. SHARAF SAID HE RECOGNIZED 
THAT JORDAN HAS UP TILL NOW BEEN WELL-TREATED 
BY SYRIA IN PUBLIC, BUT HE WONDERED WHETHER SUCH 
WOULD CONTINUE. HE ALSO SAID THAT OF COURSE JORDAN 
WILL HAVE TO TRY TO CONVINCE ASAD THAT IT IS TAKING 
A MIDDLE COURSE BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 
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3. COMMENT: OBVIOUSLY THIS REPRESENTS ONE VERY 
IMMEDIATE VIEW OF THE RESULTS. KING, GIVEN HIS 
TENDENCY TO PESSIMISM, IS LIKELY TO BE AS NEGATIVE 
AS SHARAF AT LEAST TO THE PUBLIC ASPECTS OF WHAT 
HAS HAPPENED THIS FAR. OBVIOUSLY ANY PRIVATE 
INFORMATION FROM THE EGYPTIANS WHICH IS MORE UP BEAT 
WOULD BE A BALANCING FACTOR. 
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